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faithfully l.   A strike of the Bakers is again recorded at
Coventry, where in 1484 they left the city ' destitute of
bread', but were soon compelled to surrender to the author-
ities2.   At York the Butchers, taking advantage of the
absence of competition, sold their commodities at excessive
prices ; accordingly the mayor for remedy extended permis-
sion to dealers living outside the city to sell at the Thursday
Market; if the city butchers placed any hindrance in their
way, they were to lose their franchises and be committed to
prison3.   The struggle between the victualling crafts and the
consumers is signally illustrated in the records of the Coventry
Butchers.   In 1547, an<^ again in 1550, it was ordered that
the butchers of the city should allow ' foreign ' butchers and
other victuallers to sell in the town on two or three days a week.
But eventually the provision dealers triumphed over the free-
trade party, for in 1552 country butchers were excluded from
Coventry and were henceforth " not to have any such liberty
to sell their meat and victuals here, as they have had in time
past " 4,   The Carpenters of Coventry were less successful in
resisting the competition of country craftsmen, for in 1553
the latter were permitted to carry on their occupation in the
city without opposition on the part of the urban gild5.
(v.) At         London, ' the mirror and exemplar of the whole realm '6,
London,    j^g aiways stood in a class by itself.    Its wealth, dignity and
commercial pre-eminence have enabled it to achieve a posi-
tion unique among English towns.    Its municipal develop-
ment is therefore naturally marked by peculiar features,
which appear to have no exact parallel elsewhere.   It was
not inferior to Bristol or Norwich in the degree of obedience
which it exacted from the gilds, and the rules of the crafts
were brought to the governing body for its ratification.
The articles of the Hatmakers were approved by the mayor
and aldermen ' at the suit and request of the men of the
1 Ibid. 438 (1578).                          2 Coventry Leet Book, ii. 518.
8 York Memorandum Book, i. 57.
* Coventry Leet Book, iii. 780 (1547) ; 795 (1550) ; 803 (i552)-
5 Ibid. iii. 807.
ft So it was described in proclamations: Plea and Memoranda Rolls,
1323-64 (ed- Thomas), 15 (c. 1326), 107 (1339). For London at a latet
period, see infra, vol. ii. 249,